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HESA 

http://www.hesa.ac.uk/about
http://www.hesa.ac.uk/fpn
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/innovation/data-futures


http://www.hesa.ac.uk/collection/c20051/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/29/contents/enacted
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/privacy/
https://www.hefcw.ac.uk/home/hefcw_privacy.aspx
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/about-sfc/how-we-operate/access-information/privacy-notice/privacy.aspx
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/dfe-privacy-notice
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Purpose 2 – Named data used for public functions by public authorities 
 
HESA acts as an information hub to provide data and statistics on higher education. While the bodies described in 

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/privacy/
https://www.hefcw.ac.uk/home/hefcw_privacy.aspx
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/about-sfc/how-we-operate/access-information/privacy-notice/privacy.aspx
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/dfe-privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data
https://beta.gov.wales/higher-education-statistics-agency-hesa-student-data-collection
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/ScotXed/PrivacyInformation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-business-energy-and-industrial-strategy/about/personal-information-charter
https://www.ukri.org/privacy-notice/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/teaching-regulation-agency/about/personal-information-charter
https://hee.nhs.uk/about/privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health-and-social-care/about/personal-information-charter
https://www.gmc-uk.org/privacy-and-cookies
https://www.ucas.com/about-us/policies/privacy-policies-and-declarations/ucas-privacy-policy
http://www.hesa.ac.uk/fpn
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/transparencyandgovernance/dataprotection
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/Privacy
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/nisra-privacy-notice


https://www.nao.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-cookies-statement/
http://www.hesa.ac.uk/fpn


Page 5 of 9 

Higher Education Statistics Agency Ltd is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England at 95 Promenade, Cheltenham, GL50 1HZ.  

Registered No. 2766993. Registered Charity No. 1039709. Certified to ISO 27001. The members are Universities UK and GuildHE. 
 

Legal basis for processing your information for Purpose 3 
 
Processing of your HESA information for Purpose 3 is necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the 
public interest or in the exercise of official authority vested in the Controller (See GDPR Article 6(1)(e)). 

 
 

Purpose 4 - HESA publications 
 
HESA publishes statistics about students in higher education. 

 
Part of HESA’s role is to produce and publish information about higher education in the public interest. This 
includes some National Statistics publications (https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/about-the-authority/uk-
statistical

https://www.hesa.ac.uk/about/regulation/data-protection/rounding-and-suppression-anonymise-statistics
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/about/regulation/data-protection/rounding-and-suppression-anonymise-statistics
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A copy of HESA’s current agreement for the supply of tailored information is available at 
www.hesa.ac.uk/services/custom/data/timescales-costs. Each agreement specifies the duration for which data may 
be processed. This is usually one year but may be longer, if necessary, for the specific research purpose. Each 
request for HESA information under Purpose 5 is assessed for its compliance with data protection legislation and 
its compatibility with this Collection Notice. HESA ensures that only the minimum amount of HESA information 
necessary for the specified research purpose is supplied to users. If the supplied information is to be published 
HESA's Rounding Methodology or an equivalent disclosure control must be applied to ensure that individuals 
cannot be identified from the published material and it does not constitute Personal Data.  
 
A copy of HESA’s current agreement for access to Heidi Plus is available here. Each agreement specifies the 
purpose for which the data may be processed.  
 
If you are a student at a provider in England, HESA information may be linked to school and/or further education 
college information and supplied to researchers either through direct supply to the researcher’s organisation or 
through the Office for National Statistics Secure Research Service. This onward sharing to researchers is provided 
by the DfE Data Sharing Service. Copies of the ‘Agreement for the Supply of Linked Data’ and of the ‘Agreement 
for Making Linked Data available in ONS SRS’ can be requested from data.sharing@education.gov.uk. 
 
Processing within this Purpose 5 is carried out by HESA. Other Controllers (listed under Purpose 1 above

https://www.hesa.ac.uk/services/custom/data/timescales-costs
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/about/regulation/data-protection/rounding-and-suppression-anonymise-statistics
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/files/Organisational%20Agreement%20for%20Access%20to%20Heidi%20Plus.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/statistics/requestingstatistics/approvedresearcherscheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data
mailto:data.sharing@education.gov.uk
https://www.gmc-uk.org/privacy-and-cookies
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https://www.thestudentsurvey.com/privacy-statement.php
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data
https://media.slc.co.uk/alldomiciles/nysf/dps_privacy_notice_e_o.pdf


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/longitudinal-education-outcomes-study-how-we-use-and-share-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/longitudinal-education-outcomes-study-how-we-use-and-share-data
https://www.ucas.com/about-us/policies/privacy-policies-and-declarations/ucas-privacy-policy
http://www.ukmed.ac.uk/
https://heat.ac.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/teaching-regulation-agency/about/personal-information-charter
https://www.thestudentsurvey.com/privacy-statement.php
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/innovation/outcomes/students
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details for the survey and will delete them when the survey is closed. HESA may hold your contact details for 
further Graduate Outcomes surveys where these are in the public interest. Your responses to the Graduate 
Outcomes survey will be made available to your provider, and your provider may choose to add additional 
questions to the survey for their own use.  
 
Further privacy and data protection information will be provided if you are contacted for any of these surveys. The 
privacy information for Graduate Outcomes is available on the Graduate Outcomes website. You might also be 
contacted as part of an audit to check that a survey has been undertaken properly. 
 

Legal basis for processing your information to conduct national surveys 
 
Processing of your information to conduct the student and graduate surveys is necessary for the performance of a 
task carried out in the public interest or in the exercise of official authority vested in the Controller (See GDPR 
Article 6(1)(e)) and for statistical and research purposes (See GDPR Article 89). 
 

 

 
HESA publishes a register containing information relating to the recipients to whom we disclose data for statistical 
purposes. We do not provide names, contact details or unique identifiers to recipients covered by Purpose 5 of this 
Collection Notice. 
 
The live register can be found here: https://www.hesa.ac.uk/about/regulation/data-protection/register 
 
The data provided may not be personal data as covered by the Data Protection Act 2018 and GDPR, however, we 
take a conservative view and treat it as personal data as there may be potential for a recipient to be able to identify 
individuals. 
 

Your rights 
 
Data protection legislation gives you rights over your personal data. These include rights to know what information 
is processed about you and how it is processed. These rights have to be met by HESA and any other organisation 
which takes decisions about how or why your information is processed.   

 
You have the right to be informed about how your personal data is used. This Student Collection Notice is regularly 
reviewed to ensure that it accurately describes how your HESA information is used. This notice may be updated 
from time to time, for example when new legislation is enacted, or when new policies are implemented by the 
public authorities listed under Purposes 1 & 2. The most up to date version can always be found at 
www.hesa.ac.uk/fpn.   
 

https://www.graduateoutcomes.ac.uk/privacy-info
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/about/regulation/data-protection/register
http://www.hesa.ac.uk/fpn
http://www.hesa.ac.uk/dataprot
mailto:data.protection@hesa.ac.uk
https://ico.org.uk/
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/international-transfers/adequacy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/international-transfers/adequacy/index_en.htm

