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About the speakers and chairs 

Alaa Abou-Zeid is a Professor at the Faculty of Medicine, Cairo University, and a Medical Officer with the World Health 

Organization. He is currently the Health Cluster Coordinator in Yemen, overseeing the health sector response across the country. 
He started his career with WHO in 2006, firstly as a technical officer in the health research unit in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Regional Office, then as emergency public health officer, coordinator and epidemiologist. His country experience includes Sudan, 
Somalia, Pakistan, Iraq, Afghanistan and Syria. Alaa has authored more than 40 peer-reviewed papers.  

Karl Blanchet is Associate Professor in Health Systems Research and Director of the Health in Humanitarian Crises Centre at 

the LSHTM. Karl has a background in public health and extensive experience in conflict-affected countries. Karl has specific 
interests in studying resilience issues, and has developed innovative research approaches based on complexity science, system 
thinking and social network analysis. Karl is a member of the Expert Committee at WHO on rehabilitation guidelines. Karl was 
also the lead evaluator of the global strategy of the Physical Rehabilitation Programme and the Special Fund for the Disabled of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

Francesco Checchi is Professor of Epidemiology and International Health at the LSHTM. He is an epidemiologist with a focus 

on quantitative public health measurement and disease control in humanitarian crises. He previously worked for Médecins Sans 
Frontières, WHO and as Save the Children’s humanitarian health team lead. He has worked on various diseases including 
malaria, African sleeping sickness, TB, pneumonia, cholera and malnutrition. His main focus now is the collection and use of 
public health information for crisis response. He works closely with both the WHO and MSF/Epicentre. 

Pamela Das is Senior Executive Editor of The Lancet, a post she has held since 2011. After several years spent in molecular 

biology research, Pam moved into health writing and journalism, and joined the Lancet Infectious Diseases in 2001 where she 
was involved in setting up and r


