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Academic Level -

Each module or programme has an associated academic level that reflects its
depth, complexity, amount of pre-requisite knowledge, and the academic skills
required to pass it. The academic level of a module is informed by the subject
for that module and remains constant for all programmes within which it occurs.

The academic level relates to the complexity, depth of study and learner
autonomy by which a student is challenged. A level is one of a series of defined
points on a qualification framework that are numbered in ascending order.
Quialifications within the same level share characteristics and require similar
achievement. Qualification levels in different frameworks can be compared.
Qualification levels are distinct from credit levels.

The academic levels used at LSHTM are the national levels as set in the
Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-awarding Bodies
(FHEQ) (which align with the National Qualifications Framework (NQF)) published
by the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA):
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Assessment Irregularity -

Any suspected instance of plagiarism, cheating, fraud, collusion, personation or
other non-standard activity identified in connection with an assessment or
formal examination.

Assessment Irregularities Committee (AIC) -

A committee convened to consider details of any alleged irregularity and the
student’s explanation, with the authority to make a final decision on the matter.
It is a more formal mechanism than an Irregularity Investigation Panel (lIP), with
authority to levy more severe penalties. An AIC is warranted by the severity of
the allegation or if the student is unwilling to accept the decision or penalty of
the IIP.

Assessment Regulations -

The rules governing assessment of a programme of study including the marking
scheme, the pass mark, the requirements for progression to subsequent levels
or stages of a programme and the award and classification requirements (for
instance credits to be achieved and specific marks to be attained).

Assessor —

Assessors are appointed to assist Exam Boards in the setting of papers, the
marking of scripts/essays/reports and to attend practical examinations.

Asynchronous Learning -

Asynchronous learning will comprise recorded or self-directed
study.
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Complaint
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Credit-bearing short course -

A credit-bearing short course at LSHTM it is defined as a course at level 7 being
equivalent in size to no more than 30 credits of learning. It can either be credit
bearing or non-credit bearing.

Credit Framework —

A published formal structure that states the credit value typically associated with
programmes and qualifications, and that generally includes credit level
descriptors.
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Degree-awarding Powers -

The right to confer degrees, which is granted by statute, by Royal Charter or by
the Privy Council following a recommendation from the QAA. LSHTM has both
taught and research degree-awarding powers (TDAPs and RDAPS), but chooses
not to exercise them, instead awarding University of London degrees.

Department Research Degrees Coordinator (DRDC) -

Member of LSHTM staff at Department level who takes responsibility for the
quality of research students’' experience and oversees the implementation of
LSHTM policies and regulations relating to research degrees.

Discontinuation —

The formal closure of a programme of study or a module.

Distance Learning (DL) —

A study option offered by LSHTM in partnership with University of London
Worldwide which allows students to fit their education around other life
commitments wherever they are in the world.

Doctoral Degree —

A higher education qualification at level 8 in Frameworks for Higher Education
Qualifications of UK Degree-awarding Bodies (FHEQ). Examples include the PhD
and DrPH.

Blind Double Marking —

Assessment of students' work by two or more independent markers as a means
of safeguarding or assuring academic standards by controlling for individual
bias.

Dual/multiple awards -

Arrangements where two or more awarding bodies together provide a single
jointly delivered programme (or programmes) leading to separate awards (and
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Exam Boards -

See ‘Programme Boards of Examiners’

Examination Offences -
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External Expertise —

External experts are individuals who are not directly involved with a programme
and who can provide independent and impartial comment and input into a
programme design, its management, monitoring, evaluation and review.
External experts provide a level of independence that ensures that quality and
standards are met.

External Examiner —

An independent expert appointed by an institution to comment on student
achievement in relation to established academic standards and to look at
approaches to assessment.

External Examining -

The process by which one or more independent experts (External Examiners)
comment(s) on student achievement in relation to established academic
standards and on the institution's approach to assessment, thus helping to
ensure consistent standards and fair assessment procedures across the UK.

External Oversight -

The process by which an External Examiner reviews a sample of programme
module work to assure themselves of the appropriateness and consistency of
marking in line with LSHTM's marking criteria and national standards.

External Review
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in the faculty and ensure that they do not perform the function of the
Programme PGT Committees. FPGTC and SSEC receive their minutes.

Formative Assessment —

Feedback on students' performance, designed to help them learn more
effectively and find ways to maintain and improve their progress. It does not
contribute to the final mark, grade or class of degree awarded to the student.
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Gradepoint (GP) -

One of six integers (0 to 5 assigned to an assessment to mark its standard.

Gradepoint Average (GPA) -

The non-integer gradepoint which results from combining summative
assessment gradeppoints by averaging against relevant weightings.

Grading System -

The standard assessment system used by LSHTM where by assessments are
marked against six gradepoints, integers 0 to 5. Grades 2 and above are pass
grades whilst grades below two are fail grades.

Graduate —

A person who has attained a degree.

Graduation —

The process of formally receiving a degree at a ceremony, not necessarily in
person.

Guidance -

Non-binding supplementary advice to aid interpretation of a policy or regulation.

Higher Education Credit Framework for England -

A document which provides guidance on a national framework for the use of
academic credit in higher education in England and provides a reference point
for those wishing to introduce or consolidate their use of credit.

Higher Education —

Education that comes after secondary and further education and is
characterised by a large element of independent learning. Typically it involves
working towards a degree but in some cases it leads to a diploma, certificate or
other equivalent

Page 15 of 38



LSHTM Academic Manual 2024-25
Chapter 11: Glossary and Common Acronyms

Higher Education and Research Act 2017 —

The Higher Education and Research Act 2017 established the Office for Students
and intends to create a new regulatory framework for Higher Education,
increase competition and student choice, ensure students receive value for
money and strengthen the research sector.

Hybrid Learning

Hybrid learning is where programmes have been designed to be delivered both
onsite and remotely, allowing students to move between the two methods of
delivery seamlessly. Students are therefore given agency to construct their own
ways of engaging with these hybrid programmes, defining how much they want
to engage with the onsite or digital learning activities.

From 2020-21 LSHTM has begun a transitional phase to introduce hybrid
learning to programme design. Where programmes are now predominantly
taught online they may have optional on-campus activities; other lab-based
programmes have online teaching as well as on-campus practical sessions.
Going forward LSHTM intends to expand the hybrid learning offer to provide
students with a greater degree of choice as to how they engage with their
learning

Infectious and Tropical Diseases (ITD) -

One of three faculties at LSHTM comprising of the Departments of Clinical
Research; Disease Control, Immunology and Infection; and Pathogen Molecular
Biology.

Intermediate Awards -

Some MSc programmes allow registration for intermediate awards known as
Postgraduate Certificates (PGCert) or Postgraduate Diplomas (PGDip). Where
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Irregularity Investigation Panel (IIP) —

A panel convened to consider details of any alleged irregularity and
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Moderation -

A process intended to assure that an assessment outcome is fair and reliable
and that assessment criteria have been applied consistently.

Moderator —

The member of a Programme Board of Examiners who undertakes responsibility
for moderating the module assessments for the relevant programme of study.

Module -

A self-contained block of teaching and learning leading to the award of academic
credit.

Module Organiser (MO) -

Members of LSHTM academic staff who engage with quality assurance
processes on a modular basis.

Module Specification -

Published statements about the intended learning outcomes of individual
modules, containing information about teaching and learning methods, support
and assessment methods, and how individual units relate to levels of
achievement.

Notional Learning Hours -

The number of hours required to complete an academic credit point, module, or
programme. One academic credit point is equivalent to 10 notional study hours,
therefore a 15 credit module represents 150 notional study hours, comprising
scheduled learning and teaching, guided independent study and placements. A
year of undergraduate study equates to 1200 hours of full-time study (120
credits) and a year of postgraduate study equates to 1800 hours of full-time
study (180 credits).
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Office of the Independent Adjudicator (OIA) —

The Office of the Independent Adjudicator is an independent body which runs a
student complaints scheme in England and Wales. This includes academic
appeals.

Office for Students (OfS) —

The Office for Students (OfS) is the regulator of higher education in England; it is
independent from the government and from providers. Its approach to
regulation is underpinned by the functions, duties and powers given to it in the
Higher Education and Research Act 2017. These duties include assessing the
quality of, and the standards applied to, higher education.

Ordinances —

Set out provisions for decision-making bodies (mainly Council, Senate,
Committees, Boards)

Organisational and Policy Analysis (OPA) —

The OPA project is a small policy and/or organisationally focused piece of
independent, applied research undertaken by DrPH students. The OPA project is
designed to provide DrPH students with the opportunity to observe closely the
operation of either a public health organisation, focusing on how it endeavours
to fulfil an aspect of its mandate in its context, and from this to develop a better
understanding of how public health organisations work; or an analysis of how
public health policy is made and implemented in a specific environment; or the
inter-play between a public health organisation and its wider policy context.

Part time -

Part-time study involves spreading a full-time programme of study over a longer
period of time. At LSHTM, part-time postgraduate taught students attend LSHTM
for two or three days per week during the teaching term, spreading all the
modules required over a longer period of time. Research degree students study
at least two days a week.

Partner -

A body or institution with which LSHTM has embarked on a collaboration,
including but not limited to other University of London colleges, other academic
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institutions in the UK, Europe or overseas, professional or government bodies
and company/corporate businesses.

Peer Observation —

A collegiate teaching and reflective process that allows a third-party observer to
provide feedback on teaching and learning support.

Period of Registration -

The period for which a student is registered for their programme of study.

Periodic Programme Review (Revalidation) —

A review of one or more programmes of study, undertaken periodically (typically
once every five years); using nationally agreed reference points, to confirm that
the programmes are of an appropriate academic standard and quality. The
process typically involves scrutiny from external peers as well as internal
stakeholders, including students. A potential outcome of Periodic Review is
revalidation of the course.

Periodic Programme Review Panel —

A constituted panel consisting of internal and external academic expertise,
quality assurance staff, and student(s) that convenes on behalf of Senate to
evaluate the quality and standards of a programme of study and make a
recommendation as to whether the programme should be revalidated.

Personation —

The deliberate submission of work done by another person as if it were the
student’'s own. Another person’s work may cover any source whether published
or unpublished, including words, images, audio recordings, diagrams, formulae,
computer codes, ideas, judgements, discoveries and results.

Plagiarism -

The copying or use of the work of others, whether intentionally or
unintentionally, as if it were your own. Such work may come from any source
whether published or unpublished, in print or online including words, images,
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audio recordings, diagrams, formulae, computer code, performances, ideas,
judgements, discoveries and results.

Policy —
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Programme Committees -

See ‘Programme Postgraduate Taught Committees'.

Programme and Module Review Committee (PMRC) -

The Committee reports to SPGTC. It is responsible for reviewing in detail any
new PGT award-bearing provision and any major changes to any discontinuation
of existing postgraduate taught award-bearing provision. The Committee works
with its student member(s) in the development, assurance and enhancement of
the quality of the student educational experience.

Programme Postgraduate Taught Committees -

Programme PGT Committees are Senate Committees covering postgraduate
taught award-bearing provision for a programme. They report to the relevant
FPGTC. They are responsible for ensuring that Senate’s regulations, policies and
procedures are implemented for their programme. They review their
programme to ensure the reliability of degree standards and the continuous
improvement of the student experience and of student outcomes. They use
approved feedback mechanisms to improve the student experience on the
programme and ensure it is maintained at a high level. They have lead
responsibility for modules as approved by the SPGTC. The Committee works
with its student members in the development, assurance and enhancement of
the quality of the student educational experience.

Programme Director (PD) -

Members of LSHTM academic staff who engage with quality assurance
processes to ensure academic standards are upheld and not compromised on
the programme for which they are responsible.

Programme Handbook -

The Programme Handbook brings together key guidance and reference points
which acts as a student's main reference in navigating the overview of their
programme and overall experience at LSHTM.
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Qualification -

A formally recognised academic award, such as a degree, diploma or certificate,
granted on successful completion of a programme of study.

Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF) —
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Quality Enhancement -
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Semi-compulsory Module -

One of a set of modules from which a choice can be made within a particular
programme to fill a compulsory module requirement.

Senate -

Senate is the key forum in LSHTM for academics to take responsibility for the
enhancement of academic quality and assurance of academic standards. It is
responsibility to the Council for setting the academic framework for research,
teaching, learning and training at LSHTM. It keeps the student experience
(including welfare) under review and ensures that this is maintained at a high
level. It takes responsibility and provides assurance to the Council on the
effectiveness of academic governance including the reliability of degree
standards and the continuous improvement of the student academic experience
and of student outcomes.

Senate Postgraduate Taught Committee (SPGTC) -

Senate Postgraduate Taught Committee is responsible for advising and making
recommendations to Senate on the enhancement of academic quality and
assurance of academic standards for postgraduate taught provision up to and
including Level 7. It reviews the academic provision to ensure that standards are
maintained and opportunities developed to enhance academic quality. It reviews
the academic regulatory framework and its operation, progress against the
LSHTM Strategy and the evidence on the student experience. The Committee
works with its student members in the development, assurance and
enhancement of the quality of the student educational experience.

Senate Programme and Module Review Committee (PMRC) -

Senate Programme and Module Review Committee reports to SPGTC. It is
responsible for reviewing in detail any new PGT award-bearing provision and
any major changes to or any termination of existing PGT award bearing provision.
The Committee works with its student member(s) in the development, assurance
and enhancement of the quality of the student educational experience.

Senate Research Degrees Committee (SRDC) —

Senate Research Degrees Committee is responsible for advising and making
recommendations to Senate on the enhancement of academic quality and

Page 28 of 38



LSHTM Academic Manual 2024-25
Chapter 11: Glossary and Common Acronyms

assurance of academic standards for research degrees. It reviews the academic
provision to ensure that standards are maintained and opportunities developed
to enhance academic quality. It reviews the academic regulatory framework and
its operation, progress against the LSHTM Strategy and the evidence on the
student experience. The Committee reports to Senate.

Senate Student Experience Committee (SSEC) -

Senate Student Experience Committee is responsible for advising and making
recommendations to Senate, Senate sub-committees and the Director with the
aim of improving the student experience. It provides a forum for listening to the
student voice at LSHTM
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Termination of Studies —

A termination of a student’s registration on a programme of study.

Termination of Studies Panel -

A panel convened to determine whether a student who has made unsatisfactory
academic progress has met the required target set by their Faculty and the
appropriate course of action to take.

Threshold Academic Standard -

Page 32 of 38



LSHTM Academic Manual 2024-25
Chapter 11: Glossary and Common Acronyms

Transcript -

A document, but not a formal certificate, that certifies the results achieved
(usually broken down at least to module/unit level).

UK Standing Committee for Quality Assessment —

The UK Standing Committee for Quality Assessment provides sector-led
oversight of higher education quality assessment arrangements that continue to
be shared across the UK. Its aim is to ensure the provision of high-quality
education across the UK.

University —

Independent, self-governing institutions that undertake research and teaching
and are diverse in size, mission, history, and the range of subjects on offer. The
first universities arose from colleges or institutions founded by groups of
scholars, often with monastic connections and/or noble or royal patrons.
Subsequently, universities have been established by a Royal Charter, Act of
Parliament, Papal Bull or by Order of the Privy Council enabling them to develop
their own programme of study and award their own degrees.

Page 33 of 38



LSHTM Academic Manual 2024-25
Chapter 11: Glossary and Common Acronyms

Viva Voce -

An oral examination which assesses skills and knowledge.

Withdrawal of Study -

A voluntary permanent withdrawal from a programme of study; this ends the
student’'s enrolment at LSHT.
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ESRC - Economic and Social Research Council
F2F - Face-to-face (this terminology replaced by /ntensive in 2020/21)

FHEQ - The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-
awarding Bodies

FPGTC - Faculty Postgraduate Taught Committee
FRDD - Faculty Research Degree Director
FRDM - Faculty Research Degree Manager

GHP -
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SPGTC - Senate Postgraduate Taught Committee
SpLD - Specific Learning Disability

SRC - Students' Representatives Council

SRDC - Senate Research Degrees Committee
SSEC - Senate Student Experience Committee
TEL - Technology Enhanced Learning

TMIH - MSc in Tropical Medicine & International Health
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